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THESE HYMNS ARE SUNG BY THE COMMUNITY WITH THE CHANTERS
DURING AND AFTER THE SMALL ENTRANCE

Resurrection Hymn

Tod 2iBov cppayichivrog vmo Tav lTovdaiwv, Kol GTPOTIOTOV PLIOGTOVIWY TO GYPAVIOY GOD CAUO,
AVETTNG TPIUEPOS ZWTHP, OWPOVUEVOS TQ KOGU® TV (wnv. A6 T00T0 0 AvVOuEIS TOV 0UpavadV éBowv
oot Zwooota. Aoca tj] dvootaocel cov Xpiote, dolo. tf] Baoilelg oov, dola. tij oikovouig oov, uove

Dilovlpwre.

Tu lithu sfragisthentos ipo ton lutheon, ke stratioton filassonton to ahranton Su soma, anestis triimer-
os Sotir, thorumenos to kosmo tin zoin. Thia tuto e thinamis ton uranon evoon si Zoothota. Thoxa ti

Anastasi Su Christe, Thoxa ti Vasilia Su, Thoxa ti ikonomia Su, mone filanthrope.

The stone that had been sealed before Your tomb by the Jews and the soldiers guarding did watch
oe’r Your pure and sacred body O Savior the third day You arose, and unto all the world did You give
life where by all the heavenly powers did proclaim that You are the giver of life Glory unto our resur-

rected Christ, Glory unto Your Kingdom, Glory to Your dispensation O You alone who loves all.

Hymn for the Transfiguration of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ

Meteuoppawnyg v 1o opet Xpioté o Ocog, ociéag toic Malntoic aov thv dolov oov, kabws novvavro,

Aduwov kol quiv Tois ouaptmAois, 0 pa¢ cov 10 aioiov, npeafeioic s OcotoKon, PWT000TO. dOlN. TOL.

Metemorfothis en to ori, Christe o Theos, dixas tis mathites Sou tin doxan Sou, kathos idynando Lamp-

son ke imin tis amartolis to fos Sou to aidion, presvies tis Theotokou Fotodota doxa Si.

When O Christ our God Thou wast Transfigured on the mountain Thou didst reveal Thy glory to Thy
disciples in proportion as they could bear it. Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee
Kontakion

Tijsc maTpag, 0ENS 60V, ATOGKIPTHOAS APPOVOS, EV KOKOIG ECKOPTIAN, OV 0L TOPEOMKAS TAODTOV
00ev go1 v 100 Aowtov, pwvyy kpovydlon® "Huoptov évaomov cov Ilatep oiktipuov, oééat e

UETOVOODVTA, KOI TOINGOV UE, S Eva TV HicBiwy oov.
Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory, and dispersed in wicked deeds the riches that
Thou didst give me. With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinned against Thee, O

compassionate Father. But receive me in repentance; make me as one of Thy hired servants, O Lord.



These HYMNS are sung by the community with the chanters during and after the
small entrance during and after the small entrance

Music assists the development of the perception of spiritual life. The soul becomes refined. It begins to understand
spiritual music as well. -St. Barsanuphius of Optina
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Apolytikion of the Transfiguration
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SUNDAY OF THE PRODIcAL

Intonation: #8
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Third Mode
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St. Paul's First Letter to

the Corinthians 6:12-20

Prokeimenon. Mode 1
Psalm 32.22,1

Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the
Corinthians 6:12-20
rethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not

B all things are helpful. "All things are lawful
for me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything.

"Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for

food" -- and God will destroy both one and the oth-
er. The body is not meant for immorality, but for
the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God
raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his
power. Do you not know that your bodies are mem-
bers of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members
of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?
Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself
to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as
it is written, "The two shall become one flesh.” But
he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit
with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which
a man commits is outside the body; but the immor-
al man sins against his own body. Do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within
you, which you have from God? You are not your
own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God
in your body and in your spirit which belong to
God.

IIpoxkeipevov. Hxog o'
WAAMOI 32.22,1

I'evorto, Kupte, 10 £Aedg oou @' Nuag.
Ytix. AyadAraoBe Gikalol év Kupio

IIpog KopivBioug a' 6:12-20 to dvayveopa

A

¢€ouoracOnoopat v16 tivog. Ta Bpwpata T Koudiq,

OeA@otl, mavta pou £§eotiv, GAN’ o0 mavta
oUp@EPEL - TAVTA POt £€e0TLv, AN’ 00K &ym

Kai 1 KolAia toig Bpopaowy - 6 6¢ Oedg kai tavtnyv Kai
tadta Katapynoet. To 6& odpa ov Tf mopvelq, GAAd
T® KUPL®, Kail 6 KUpLog T@ owpatt - 6 6¢ 0e0g Kai tov
KUpLoV fiyelpev Kai Nudg é€eyepel 610 Tig Suvapeng
avtod. Ovx oibate §tL To oopata VPGV peAn Xprotod
gotiv; Apag 0OV T PEAN Tod XploTod Mouom mopvng
peAn; M yevorto. Ovk oidate 6t 6 KoAAopevog T
mopvn &v odpd éotiv; "Ecovtal ydap, @notiv, oi duo eig
oapxa piav. O 6¢ koAAwpevog td Kupie £v mvedpa
gotwv. Pevyete Tnv mopveiav. I1av apaptnpa 6 éav
riourjor GvOpwrrog £KTOg TOD 0OPATOG £0TLY - 6 OE
rmopveuwv eig 1o iGlov odpa apaptaver. "H odk oidate
6T TO o@dpa VPGV vaog tod £V DUV aylou mveupatog
gotiv, ov éxete amod Oeod; Kai o0k £0T¢ £autdv,
nyopaoOnte yop tipdg - Soacate 61 tov Beov év Td
Oo®HATL VPOV, Kail &V T@ Tveupatt VPAV, dtiva €0tV
oD Be0Dd.

Foundations of Orthodoxy

The Seven Ecumenical Councils
Starting Wednesday Jan.15, 2025

[ ==

Where: New Mt. Tabor Community Center
Paraklesis - 5:30 pm - in the Sanctuary
Lenten Potluck Supper 6:30 pm
Class ~7:00 pm
For more information please contact Fr. George

icons3@me.com



Gospel According to Luke 15:11-32

he Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had

two sons; and the younger of them said to his father,
'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.'
And he divided his living between them. Not many days
later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his jour-
ney into a far country, and there he squandered his property
in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great
famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So
he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he
would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the
swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he
came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired
servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here
with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say
to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me
as one of your hired servants.' And he arose and came to his
father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw
him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and
kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Bring
quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on
his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and
kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they
began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field;
and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music
and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked
what this meant. And he said to him, "Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he
has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and re-
fused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but
he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I have served
you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never
gave me a kid, that [ might make merry with my friends.
But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your
living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!" And
he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for
this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is
found."
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY CONFESSION

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY CONFESSION IS OFFERED BY APPOINTMENT
ONLY TO ALLOW YOU THE NECESSARY TIME FOR THE COMPLETE
CONFESSION. TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT PLEASE CALL
FR. VASILEIOS AT 512-574-1972 OR FR. GEORGE AT 512-507-9897

“HE IS ALWAYS WRESTLING IN PRAYER FOR YOU..” (COLOSSIANS 4:12)
Prayers for those in our Armed Forces

Chaplain Ahmad Athanasios Williams , SSGT Jennifer D. Atkinson, COL Dave Romine, CPT James Alfaro,
MA] Timothy Ullman, Col. Chris Chase, SPC Mindy Keys, SPC Andrew Bentzel, MA] Scot Thornhill, CPT Christopher
Gilbert, Major Alexander Stathos, 1st LT Angela Bahlatzis, MIDN 1/C Joseph Barone, LCDR Thomas Uhl, Lt. Lance
Shannon, CPT Raphael Regalado, SSG George Graman , SSG Rebeca Najib, TSGT Trevor Soto

“THE PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS PERSON IS POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE” (JAMES §:16)
Prayers for Health
Fr. Ted, Prsb. Aspazia, Prsb. Vasiliki, Sophia, Michael, loanna, John Garwood, Luke Garwood, Andrew Garwood, Kara
Hardy, Cara, George, Panagiota, Demetra Anna Georgantonis-Keah, Gayla Easley, Jacob, Patricia, Jack, Michelle,
Marc, Evan Wilson, Hank Wilson, Vasiliki, Sophia, Rob, Beth, Anirban, Stephen, Jill Gentry, Alexander, Jacob, Carl
(Gregory) Forsberg, Becca, Chris, Glory, Bryce, Savanna, Addison, Dina, Manny, Oakley Grace, Giuseppe, Romano,
Costa, Joyce, Daymon, Maria, Ann, George, Bill, Steve, Mamdouha Atiyah, Judi, Eleni, Amanda, Khouria Mary,

Jaxson Cash, Terry, Kathie, Sunny, Scott, Michael, Paulette, Kathryn, John, Jamie, Greg, Connie, Julie, Matthew,
George, Stella, Haralambos, Anna, George, Judith, Phyllis, Adam, Kassiani, Lee, Koula, Panagiota Bauersfield,

Prayer for Catechumen

O Lord our God, who dwellest on high and regardest the humble, who has sent forth as the salvation of the race of men
Thine only-begotten Son and God, our Lord Jesus Christ: Look down upon Thy servants the Catechumens, who have
bowed their necks before Thee; make them worthy in due season of the laver of regeneration, the forgiveness of sins and

the robe of incorruption. Unite them to Thy holy, catholic and apostolic Church, and number them with Thine elect
flock: That with us they may glorify Thine all-honorable and majestic name of the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Rachael Adamson, Winston Cooke, Kelby, Jamison, Geoffrey, May Marshall, Hugo Teran, Astraya, Heather Marshall,
Jacob Spevak, Richard Runde, Dominic Johnson, Dylan Reuter, Whitney Reuter, Kyle Kirshbom, Stuart Keil, Darenda

Keil, Nick Engel, Leo Laessig, Isabella Lynch, Sam Lynch, Antonio Tello, Rebecca Underwood, Cameron Wiley, Jere-
my Mola, Jason Ballard,

If you are catechumen and do not see your name on our list, please contact Office@ Transfiguration.org with your
name.

Please allow the children and the teachers of our Sunday School to take
communion first so they can go to their classes.




_ "MISSION SUNDAY.
MARCH 2, 2025

The Orthodox Christian Mission Center
is the missions and evangelism
agency of the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of the United States of
America. The Mission Center annually
Orthodox missionaries, clergy,
and mission projects worldwide.
support and pray for these life-transforming
ministries. Visit http://www.ocmc.org to learn
how you can get involved.

Join us as we celebrate a great
basketball season!

Men"é Fellowship

a presentation by
John Sobchak

Inspired by Faith. Driven by Purpose.
As the humanitarian aid and development agency of the Assembly of C
of fhe United States of A
pArtndrs 1o serve pe
equip those we sérve Lo

enical Orthodax Bishoos
thodox Church and other
y God's grace, 10CC strivaes 1c
Wi 10 improve their own lives and communitses:

Qur Mission

in the apirt of Christs Jove, offers emergency relisf and development programs to those in

gy, 10CC works In Cooperatio
N nead, o the spirt of Christ's love

I0CC,
need wortdwide, without discrimenation, and stréengthens the capacity of the Orthodox Chuech to
espond

Since 1992° Orthodox Christlan Philanthropy and Service

I0CT has provigad more than $630 mélion m_ngrg:s_n»zanan ralief and sustalnable development
programs to peéople facing Nardship, Corrent Programs focus on fve sactoes: emeigency
preparedness and responss; wWater, Saniaton, and liygiens IWASHI, sustamable Welihoods; food
sqcucity and sgcicultuce; and haalth, 2 '

Thursday, March 13

Potluck Dinner 6pm
Discussion right after

BUY YOUR TICKETS ON HEAI.MJ
oR
VENMO - @TRANSFIGURATION-PHILOPTOCHOS (H9618)
BY MARCH 23
NO TICKETS AT THE bOoOR!N

A

Adults 830 (31bs of crawfish or 11b of shrimp)

Students 815 (1/2 1bs crawfish or 1/2 1h shrimp)

Fun for the whole family




PHILOPFTOCHOS
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

HOPE AND LOVE

Words can hardly express how grateful we are to Ellen Apostolakis for her leadership in organizing
the Hope & Love fundraiser. And to everyone who participated, donated, volunteered, and helped in
any way, thank you! Your generosity and support made this event a resounding success. Because of
Ellen's leadership and your collective efforts, we were able to raise a significant amount of money
and many backpacks that will help so many kids entering the foster system.

VALENTINE’S GIFT SALE AND LUNCHEON

Many thanks to all our volunteers for their hard work and dedication in making our Valentine’s
Luncheon and Gift Sale a success; Father Vasileios Flegas, Diana Angelo, Christina, Christakis and
Andreas Christou, Boryana Dimova, Thea Dunn, Judy Eagle,Jack Gatlin, Michael Glaros, Calliope
Gomez, Tula Haldes, Lori Haynes,Sheri and Mike Kinslow, Katina and Mike Koulakis, Steve
Levendakis, Anna Manesis, Maria and Alex Michalakos, Linda Robertson, Anthony Rosario, Yanna
and George Petty, Dorothy Protopapas, Marinela Uritu.

This event would not have been possible without each one of you!

Transfiguration's Saint John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival,
Topic Brainstorming Session

Transfiguration's Oratorical Festival is scheduled for the afternoon of
Sunday, May 4.

Speeches must be completed and given to Julie Wynn by
Sunday, April 27.

To help teens review the topics and prepare to write a speech, Father Vasileios will hold a topic brainstorming session,
Sunday, March 9, for all teens grades 7 — 12 following the procession of icons — beginning
approximately at 12pm. During this session, Father Vasileios will answer questions and help
evaluate the topics. This is an excellent opportunity to explore the topics and will give partici-
pants the confidence that they can write a speech and deliver it.

Throughout the oratorical speech writing process there will be people available to answer
questions, and to review speeches giving advice on grammatical correctness. There will also be
opportunities leading up to the festival date to practice speeches, perfecting speaking skills.

Please click the link or use the QR code to sign up to attend the brainstorming session:

https://tinyurl.com/20250ratoricalBrainstorming



Women'’s Prayer Ministry

Journey to the Cross and the Empty Tomb

Do you want to recommit yourself to your Christian faith this Lent?

Would you like to sharpen your spiritual senses and make small but

lusting changes during the Great Fast? Wonld you like to relive und
relearn through the events of Holy Week?

Journey with us using a book by Fr. Stavros N. Akrotirianakis. It
will inspire and reinvigorate your faith and prayers!

Join us in our next prayer focus

February 9 — April 19 with

DOORS OPEN AT 6 PV | $50 DINNER The ROAD BACK to CHRIST:
MT. TABOR HALL COMMUNITY CENTER

Reflections on Lent, Holy Week & the
Resurrection
If interested in praying with us, please contact:

Sheri Shannep, Christine Boyer, Laura Hill
womensprayer@ransfiguration.org

2025 Transfiguration

IBLE BOWL | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH
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3 Date‘e. Sunday,.MaY. 4 ) P &
2 Topic: 1st Corinthians ,,_@L ( //Z( /[(\
" FELLOWSHIP
:
;. AIBDEY o LD b DO + BELBD, of BOr OIS, + BEIBE: ;' A space to deepen intergenerational
2025 Transfiguration Bible Bowl FE R o
you're new or a fifelong Orthodox
Date: Sunday, May 4 Christian, join us for meaningful

conversation & a supportive community
where wisdom and experiences are
shared. Al are weloome!

Topic: 1st Corinthians

Our annual Bible Bowl will soon be here, so get
your team together, get your bibles out and start
studying 1st Corinthians.

More information to come in the next couple
weeks.

6:45 PM @ THE NEW HALL

*Please bring a potluck item to share*




Please join us for fellowship

Transfiguration Church ENCORE (Baby Boomers +/-)
Sunday February 23, 2025, after Church Coffee Hour

At the home of Bill & Linda Robertson
Address: 115 Blue Jay Drive, Lakeway, Texas /8734

Hors D'oeuvres, 1:30PM Presentation
RKeviving faith: The Resurgence of the Urthodox Lhurch in post communist Albania”
Led by Stuart Yoder - T60C Parishioner

AINE pegpie wie &an e &/

RSVP to B||| & llnda Robertson dwr300@hotma|| com or: 512-261- 3934

Orthodox Christian Fellowship

For all college and university students every Tuesday at 7pm
with dinner, fellowship, spiritual discussion, and prayer at the Episcopal Center on campus (209
W. 27th St., Austin, TX 78705; located on the corner of 27th & University Ave, right off campus)

Community First! Village Volunteering

4 ways to help: Make Food, Donate

Matt 2535 For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave Me something to

drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in,




Thank you to all our 2024 Stewards

Fr. Vasileios & Stella

Flegas
Fr. George & Prsv. Ria
Bithos
Dn & Dns Angela Fazio
Fr. Haralambos &
Michelle

Ryburn

Prsv. Aspazia Bita

Eleni Ackerman

Nicholas Aluotto

Amanda Amato

Rod Ambrose

Alexis Angelo

Jacob & Diana Angelo

Matt Angle

Louis Apostolakis

Chris & Allie Arges

Alex Armenakis

Jackson Arnold

Heather Athanasiou

Madeleine Athanasiou

Atiyah & Nisrine Makram

John & Jennifer Atkinson

Robert & Magda Ayers

Christopher & Heather

Bakas

Michalis & Marykatherine

Bakiris

Tsambika Bakiris

Anirban & Nomiki

Banerjee

Michael & Victoria Bassila

Kenneth Bauersfeld

Georgine Benno

Kiki Benson

Thomas Bertone

George Betondo

Elissa Bjeletich & Chris

Davis

Jordan Blough

Niky Xylouris Bowles

Russell & Christine Boyer

D K Breaux

Mary & Nathan Brown

Jason & Katie Bryant

Jt Burgess And Family

Eloise & Christopher Buris

Sally Cain

Nicholas Callas

Tula & Pete Callas

Constantine Caloudas

Sophia Carabiniero

Fanny C. Caranikas

Joshua Caruso

Carlos & Angeliki
Cavazos

Chris J & Margaret Chase

Caryn Chilas

Dimitrios Christie

Christakis Christou

Gregory Chronis

John & Amy Chronis

Eric Clary

Marianne Clay

Elizabeth Cocavessis

Nicolas Cocavessis

Steve & Anita Cokins

William & Betty Colovas

Minas & Melissa
Constantinides

Alexis Contos & Todd

Grantham

Andrei V. Cosara

Constantin Craus

Brian & Elena Crenshaw

Victor & Hilary Daniello

Michael & Elizabeth
Daskalantonakis

Ivan Davchev

Jennifer Davis

Tasha De Los Santos

Koula Derossi

Michael & Phyllis Dindio

Stephen & Diann Dow

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Draina

Jackie Edwardson

Gregory & Julie Ellett

Stephanie Esiner

John & Jessica Esper

Costas & Ellen Evgenides

John & Trina Folak

Lazaros Frintzilas

Kevin Fuselier

David & Mariya Garcia

Andrew Garwood

John Garwood

Luke Garwood

Jason & Amity Garwood

Jack & Pat Gatlin

Josh & Dominique Gault

Cyrus & Maria Gavriel

Willard & Maria Genrich

David Gentry

Ilias Georgakopoulos

Mary Georgantonis

Demetra Anna

Georgantonis-Keah

Anthony & Effie George

Thomas George

Peter & Lillian Geranios

Victor Gerleman

Dean Geuras

Abraham Ghebremicael

George & Crissi

Gianakopoulos

Demetri Giannopoulos

Christina Glarakis

Michael & Nyda Glaros

Cody & Calliopi Gomez

Tom & Allison Gouris

Marybeth Gradziel

Eleanor Haglund

Roula Hahalis

Cathy Haines

Tula Haldes

Michael & Rachelle
Hareng

Christopher & Vicki Harris

Thano Hasiotis

Gayle Hearne

Octavian Herescu

Alexandra Herman

Vickie Hicks

Laura Hitt

Brian & Susan Holland

Gretchen Holtsinger

James Holverson

David & Eleni Horwedel

Eleni Hrissikopoulos

Patrick & Ksenia Hubbard

Thanasis & Julie Iatrou

Rebekah Johns

Caroline Johnson

Jerry & Julie Jones

Ralph & Anita Jones

Johnny & Argyro Justice

Nicholas P Kafkas

Nici Kalogirou

James Kalpaxis

Pano & Christina Kanelos

Peter & Linda Kangos

Eleni & Alexi Kapetanakis

Mia Karides

George & Georgia Karides

Elias & Panagiota Katsos

Christine Kavadas

Chris & Amy Keller

Scott & Katina Kenyon

Eliana Kernodle

Drew & Delores Keys

Pascale Khoury

Mike & Sheri Kinslow

Patricia Klaras

Lisa Knisely

Carolyn Kolber

Zoi D Kondis

Christopher Konstans

Kevin & Tricia Korioth

Mihail & Katina Koulakis

William Kourkounakis
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Koutsavdis

Brooke Krawetz

Chelsea Lam

Despina Lambros

Gerald & Karen Landon

Rob Laucius

William & Michelle Leara

Lee & Elaine
Leatherwood

Anna Lejuez

Angelo Lembesis

Steve Levendakes

Rob & Susan Lindsey

Fiona Lotti

Angela Loullis

Fotini Margos

Eleptheria Markou

Anthony Martillotti

Mirjana Martinovic

Benjamin & Marina
Werner

David Maziasz

Robert & Maryann
Maziasz

Corbin Mccolloch

Dina Meador

Emily Meine

Juan & Chelsea Mendoza

Evandro Menezes

Vitor & Sophia Menezes

Maria & Alexander
Michalakos

Samir & Mary Mikhail

Chyrisse & Keith Miller

James & Donna Misthos

Patricia Mitchell

Irene Monokandilos

Brandon Moore

Anna Moorman

Melyssa Moros

Kerri Moutos

Enrique Moya & Ms. Iulia

Graf

Chris Moyseos

Peter Nassif

Marissa Neitling

Richard & Ellen Nelson

Thomas & Emily
Nickolson

Maria Nikas

Lazaros & Stavroula
Nikolaidis

Iliana & Enrique Orozco

Terry Orr

Chris & Summer
Orthmann

David & Elaine Osowski

Pete & Katie Papachristou

Peter Papaioannou

Nick Papanastasiou

Rebeka Papanikolaou

Aikaterine Pappas

George & Joanna Pappas

Pete & Toni Pavlos

Donna Payne

Nicholas & Lisa Peppas

Lisa Peppas

Evan & Brandie Peter

Elizabeth Petropoulos

Tina Petropoulos

Pamela Joy Petry

loanna Petty

Cornelius & Cynthia
Phillips

Denis & Sonia Phocas

Ken & Mary-Ellen Pon

Gabe & Lisa Poulos

Geoffrey S & Maria Price

Nicole Price

Peter & Cynthia Price

Bruce & Anastasia Read

Daniel & Terri Reeder

Thomas Rigney

Micah Rivers

Mikayla Rivers

Mitchell & Cari Rivers

John Rizopoulos

Bill & Linda Robertson

Frank & Anastasia
Robinson

David Romine

Anthony Rosario

Stella Rossnagel

Richard & Marina Runde

Maryhelen Russell

Nicholas Russon

Mark & Gail Saenz

Scott Schroeder

Nino Sedlock

Shane & Chrysta Sewell

Alexander Shah

Sheri & Doug Shannep

John & AthenaShea

Andrew M Shebay

Patrice Shotwell

John & Mara Sigalos

Adrian & Khrystal Sikes

Georgea Siow

Alexandra Sitterle

Costaki Skevofilax

Cristie Skevofilax

Georgios Skevofilax

Stella Smith

Brent Snyder

Christina Snyder

John & Susie Sobchak

Philip Southwick & Mary
Voorhies

Kostas Spanos

Christiana Spiropoulos

Stella Sproul

Karl & Loula Stahlke

Judith Stathos

Haralambos Stavrou

John & Meredith Stefos

Aaron Stevens

Anna & Elton Stewart

Dan & Ecaterina Stiurca

Laura Stoeckel

Brandon & Jennifer Suehs

Thomas & Christine Suehs

Mandy Taylor

Simon & Irene Tidd

Debbie Tindle

Ardian Tola

Steve Tsihlas

Constantine Tujios

Andrea Updike

Daniel & Marinela Uritu

Chris Vargo

Elijah Vega

Yolanda Vega

Tim Walker & Pam
Kostas

Mark Werner & Maria
Burke

Judd & Carol Willmann

Evan Wilson

Rachel Woodruff

Robert & Debra Woodruff

Allen & Julie Wynn

Ruby Wynn

Jakleen Yaqoob

Pam Yediares

Stuart & Kori Yoder

Alysanna Zavitsanos
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Saturday of Souls

Our Holy Orthodox Christian Church, like a loving and caring mother,
daily, at every divine service offers up prayers for all her children who
have departed for the land of eternity. This Saturday, February 22, 2025
is the First Saturday of Souls. On this day, our Holy Church allows us to
commemorate all our departed loved ones and also remembers all her
children that have left this earthly life and perhaps remain unknown to
others, from the beginning of time until now. We will have two more
Saturday of Souls services for our loved ones in addition to this Saturday:
March 1, and 8.

The Greek Orthodox Church states that, “the divine fathers, being so moved in their love for man, have decreed that a
common memorial be made this day for all pious Orthodox Christians who have reposed from all ages past, so that
those who did not have particular memorial services may be included in this common one for all

Many in modern, Western Christianity have latched on to the notion that once an individual has died, that is the end of
their “salvation story”—their fate is set and nothing more can be said on the matter. Yet this is not what Orthodox Chris-
tians through the millennia have taught or believed. Drawing on verses such as Acts 17:31, II Peter 2:9, and Hebrews
11:39-40, The Church has understood that “the day of judgement” is a day that has yet to pass; it is a future event for all
of us to prepare for together as one body. So, just as we should pray continually for our brothers and sisters in this life,
our prayers for the departed should not cease, either. We continue to stay in relationship with our loved ones in Christ
Jesus our Lord, Who is the Way, the Truth and the Life for us all. His love has shown to be stronger than death, and that
death does not separate us from the love that is in Christ Jesus:

And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor de-
mons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from
God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39)

The “Kolyva” (boiled wheat) also have their symbolism in the church. The boiled wheat kernels express belief in ever-
lasting life. Jesus said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone, but if it dies, it bears much
fruit” (John 12:24). Just as new life rises from the buried kernel of wheat, so the Church believes that the one buried will
rise one day to a new life in God. The wheat is covered in sugar and sultanas to symbolize the bliss of eternal life in
Heaven.

The Fathers of the Church also describe a type of benefit of Memorial services that applies to those who have departed
from the present life in repentance or at least with a sacred desire for repentance, but who may not have had the oppor-
tunity to complete it. St. John Chrysostom said that prayers for the dead offer them “a certain consolation”. St Cyril of
Jerusalem writes about a “very great benefit” that is derived by the souls for whom petition is made during the Divine
Liturgy when the “most awesome sacrifice” is offered. P. N. Trembelas in his “Dogmatics” says that it has not been re-
vealed to us “to what extent” and “to what degree” our prayers for the dead provide benefit and consolation.

Praying for the dead was certainly practiced by the early Church. Writings from the first few centuries testify to this. St
John Chrysostom and St John of Damascus have told us that the practice of praying for the dead was established by the
Apostles. That petitions for the repose and salvation of the deceased were included in daily worship. This is evident
from the writings of Tertullian (200A.D.), St. Cyprian, bishop of Carthage (250 A.D.), the Apostolic Constitutions (4th
century), etc. Even in Old Testament times praying for the dead occurred. In 2 Maccabees 12:40-45, which is part of the
Orthodox Old Testament, we read about some that prayed for the dead, and we are told that “if he had not hoped that
those that were slain should rise again, it would have seemed superfluous and vain to pray for the dead”, and that it is “a
holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from sins.”

We are certain such prayers do benefit those who pray for the departed. They remind us that we too are going to die,
they make us more diligent and cautious in getting ready for that ultimate journey. They help us realise that so much that
we tend to focus on is futile. The only thing that really matters is getting to Heaven and being with God. St Anthony
said, “If you want to be prepared for death, live every day of your life as if it’s the last one!”

https://greekorthodox.org.au/services-and-sacraments/death-mourning/



OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2025

Created by Fr. Jonathan Bannon (ACROD)

SUNDAYS THEMES / GOSPEL READING HOW TO PARTICIPATE:
r ~ TRIODION WEEKS :
el s .l Publican and the Pharisee Show compassion on the poor
Gospel: Luke 18:10-14 not yourself and ask for His help
before every task this week.
Mool Fosl Week Th_' Prodigal Son .R““m’l Schedule a Confession. Every morning
FEBRUARY 16th Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12.20 sav. “Today 1. will ke Fowble
Gospel: Luke 15:11-32 Y Y SR
Use up/freeze meats this week.
Meatfare The Last Judgement Pray facing East this week.
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 Christ is returning from the East and
et ronen oo TGN] Cowsh  Mathew 25314 e it for Hin
: Use up/freeze dairy this week.
Cheesefare 7 Adam and Eve are cast from Paradise!
MARCH 2nd & FORGIVENESS SUNDAY  Ask each other for
'1 " Epistle: Romans 13:11-14:4 forgiveness each evening this
PAREWELL O CREESE YOOy Gospel: Matthew 6:14-21 week before bed.
15t Sunday of Lent SREAT LENT BEGINS WITH FORGIVENESS VESPERS
MARCH 9th SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY Bring an icon to church
Epistle: Hebrews 11:24.26, 32-12:2 for a procession.
Gospel: John 1:43.51
2nd Sunday of Lent ST GREGORY PALAMAS Bring a prayer rope to be
MARCH 16th Epistle: Hebrews 1:10-2:3 blessed today!
Gospel: Mark 2:1-12 Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer
each day this week.
3rd Sunday of Lent VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
HALF WAY TO PASCH Wear your cross to church and
MARCH 23rd Epistle: Hobmws 4:145:6 kiss the cross
Gospel: Mark 8:34.9:1 each morning with a bow!
4th Sunday of Lent ST JOHN of the LADDER Every time you climb stairs this week
MARCH 30th Epistle: Hebrews 6:13-20 ask St. John to help you reach
Gospel: Mark 9:173] Paradise with the sign of the cross!
Sth Sunday of Lent ST MARY of EGYPT Ask the Theotokos to offer you
APRIL 6th Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14 and the world pure thoughts
Gospel: Mark 10:32-45 and ideas this week.

IASATER, ::.: TR AT s yous pales Eromches
ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM  gnd pussywillows behind
Epistle: Philippians 4:4.9 an icon at home
Gospel: John 12:1-18 and in your carl

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY T GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY

= Refrain from TV, Internet &
APRIL 18th ‘ ’ *‘ CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR Phones to honor Christ's Death.

ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE
. t‘ ....... LS AV IFIVREEIASSISAIII RIS G fOC' OVOfYOI'IO wi'h

FEAST OF FEASTS! BRIGHT WEE “CHRIST IS RISEN!"
APRIL 20th ’ HOLY PASCHA! (CHRIST IS RISEN!) & say it before
NO FASTING! '\ Epistle: Acts 1:1-8 Gospel: John 1:1-17  good morning and goodnight!

FLOWERY (PALM) SUNDAYI

APRIL 13th

GREAT WEEK BEGINS




WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS: February 16, 2025

Services & Activities for next Week

Monday, February 17 PRESIDENT’S DAY - OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday, February 19 Paraklesis 5:30pm Potluck (bring a dish to share) Orthodoxy 101 7pm
Thursday, February 20 Women’s Fellowship 6pm

Saturday, February 22 Saturday of the Souls Orthros 9am D. Liturgy 10am

Great Vespers 3pm
APOKREATIKO (MEATFARE) Party 6:30pm

Save The ’

.» Ages 3 to
rising Sth
graders

Parents must stay with
S-year-olds

VAROS pue juaieq

June 2-5, 2025 W criymes'

Lessons with Father

- . : Music
June 6 - tentative family Cruaffs

trip to the Monastery Snack Shack
Water Day
... and so much morel

jPep@au S42ajunjoA

Theme: The Life of Christ

Thank you to last week’s Luncheon Thank you to our Coffee Hour Thank you to our Coffee Hour
Sponsors: Sponsors: Sponsors:
Papanastasiou (Captain), Pon, Reeder (Captain), Read, Richards,
PHIL OP TO CHOS Price’ Protopapas- Wa/[ace’ Rivers, RObertson, RUSSO”, Saenz
Psihramis, Rigney, Yediares
Thank you to last week’s ushers: Thank you to today's ushers: Next week’s ushers are:
Alex Michalak
ex Michaiakos (PCM) Anthony Rosario (PCM), Margaret Chase (PCM)
Victor Daniello (PCM) . .
Dan Apolina. Allen Wvnn Rachelle Hareng (PCM), Melissa Constantinides (PCM)
pping, y Michael Hareng, Bill Robertson Christaki Christou, Daniel Reeder,

Chris Frazier



