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David Is King over All Israel
1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said to him, “Indeed we are your bone and your
flesh. 2 In time past, when Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel out and brought them
in, and the Lord said to you, ‘You shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over Israel.’ ” 3 Therefore
all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and at Hebron King David made a covenant with them
before the Lord. And they anointed David king over all Israel.
4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 For seven years and six
months, he reigned over Judah while in Hebron, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-three years over all Israel and Judah.

David Takes Jerusalem
6 And David and his men marched toward Jerusalem to the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land, to those
who said to David, “You shall not be welcomed here, for the blind and the lame will resist you saying,
‘David, do not enter here.’ ” 7 Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion, the City of David. 8
Now David said on that day, “Everyone who attacks the Jebusites, let him strike with the dagger both the
lame and the blind and those who hate the life of David.” Therefore they say, “The blind and the lame shall
not come into the house of the Lord.” 9 Then David dwelt in the stronghold, and it was called the City of
David. And he built the city itself round about the citadel, and he built his own house. 10 David continued
forward in this manner and was held in high regard, for the Lord Almighty was with him. 11 Then Hiram
king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar wood, and carpenters and stone masons. They built a
house for David. 12 So David knew the Lord had prepared him as king over Israel, and his kingdom was
exalted for the sake of His people Israel. 13 And after arriving from Hebron, David took more wives and
concubines from Jerusalem. And David had more sons and daughters. 14 Now the names of those who
were born to him in Jerusalem were Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet, 17 Shamaeh, Jessibath, Nathan, Galamahan, Jebahar, Theasous,
Elphalat, Naged, Janatha, Leasamus, Baalimath, and Eliphalath.

Defeat of the Philistines
18 The Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel. In response, the Philistines went up
to seek David. When David heard of it, he went down to the stronghold. 19 And the Philistines came and
assembled in the Valley of Titan. 20 And David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go up against the
Philistines? Will You deliver them into my hands?” And the Lord said to David, “Go up, for I will surely
deliver the Philistines into your hands.” 21 So David came from the Upper Breaches of water, and there
David struck the Philistines. And David said, “Before me, the Lord broke through the line of my enemies
the Philistines like water that breaches a barrier.” Therefore he called the name of that place Over Breaches.
22 The Philistines left their gods there, and David and his men took them. 23 Then the Philistines went
up yet again and deployed themselves in the Valley of Titans. 24 Therefore David asked of the Lord, and
the Lord said, “You shall not go up to meet them. Turn away from them and pass by them unnoticed near
the Place of Weeping. 25 And when you hear the sound of marching in the grove of the Place of Weeping,
then you shall go down to them. For then the Lord will go out before you to strike the camp of the Philistines.” 26 And David did as the Lord commanded him, and he struck down the Philistines from Gibeon as
far as the land of Gezer.
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The Ark Is Brought to Jerusalem
1 Again David gathered all the young men of Israel, about seventy thousand. 2 And David arose and
went, he and all the people with him, even with the rulers of Judah, on an expedition to bring back from
there the ark of God, on which they called upon the Name of the Lord of Hosts who dwells between the
cherubim. 3 So they set the ark of God on a new wagon and brought it from the house of Abinadab on
the hill. And Uzzah and his brothers, the sons of Abinadab, drove the wagon 4 with the ark, and his
brothers went before the ark. 5 Then David and all the sons of Israel with strength played music before
the Lord on well-tuned instruments, with songs, harps, lyres, flutes, and with drums and cymbals. 6
And when they came to Nachon’s threshing-floor, Uzzah placed his hand on the ark of God to hold it
steady when the oxen shook it out of its place. 7 The Lord was angered against Uzzah, and there God
struck him. And before God, he died there next to the ark of the Lord. 8 And David became angry because the Lord inflicted a fatal wound against Uzzah, and he called that place Wound of Uzzah to this
day. 9 And on that day, fearing the Lord, David said, “In what possible way can the ark of the Lord
come with me?” 10 So David would not bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord to the City of David. Instead David directed it into the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11 For three months, the ark of
the Lord remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. And the Lord blessed all the house of ObedEdom and everything he had. 12 Now it was reported to King David, saying, “The Lord blessed the
house of Obed-Edom and all his possessions because of the ark of God.” So David went and brought up
the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness.
13 And there were with those bearing the ark of the Lord seven groups of singers, and a calf and a lamb
for sacrifice. 14 David played on well-tuned instruments before the Lord, and David put on a special
garment. 15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting and with
the sound of the trumpet. 16 Now as the ark came into the City of David, Michal, Saul’s daughter,
looked through a window and saw King David dancing and playing instruments before the Lord, and she
despised him in her heart. 17 They brought the ark of the Lord and set it in its place in the midst of the
tabernacle David built for it. Then David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord. 18
And when David finished offering burnt offerings and peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name
of the Lord of hosts. 19 Then he distributed among all the people, among the whole army of Israel, from
Dan to Beersheba, and to the men and women, to everyone, a loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a fried
cake. So all the people departed, everyone to his house. 20 Then David returned to bless his household.
And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David. She blessed him and said, “How glorious was
the king of Israel today, making himself a shameful exhibition before the eyes of his handmaidens as he
uncovered himself, revealing himself as does a base dancer.” 21 David said to Michal, “I will dance in
the presence of the Lord. Blessed is the Lord who chose me over your father and before all his house, to
put me in charge to govern His people, Israel. And I will play music and I will dance before the Lord. 22
And I will again uncover myself in this manner and will thus remain vile in your sight; but with the handmaidens of which you spoke, I will be praised.” 23 And Michal the daughter of Saul had no child to the
day of her death.
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God’s Covenant with David
1 It came to pass when the king sat in his house and the Lord had given him an inheritance on every side,
free from all his enemies around him, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I now live in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in the middle of a tent.” 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go and do
everything that is in your heart, because the Lord is with you.” 4 But that night the word of the Lord

came to Nathan, saying, 5 “Go and tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Do not build a house for
Me to dwell in. 6 To this day, I have not dwelt in a house since the time I brought the sons of Israel up from
Egypt, and I walked among you in a temporary place of lodging and in a tent, 7 wherever I went with all of
Israel. In that time, did I speak a word to anyone from the tribes of Israel whom I commanded to shepherd My
people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?’ ” ’ 8 “So now tell My servant David,
‘Thus says the Lord Almighty, “I took you from the sheepfold to be ruler over My people, over Israel. 9
And I have been with you in all things, wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from before you, and have made your name held in high honor, according to the great ones on the earth. 10 And I
will appoint a place for My people Israel and will plant them so that they may dwell in a place of their own
and be anxious no more. No more shall the sons of wickedness humiliate them, as they have done since the
beginning, 11 since the days I appointed judges over My people Israel, and I shall give you rest from all
your enemies. Await the Lord to tell you when to build Him a house. 12 And it shall come about, when your
days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after you, who will come from your
body, and I will prepare his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish his throne
forever. 14 I will be a father to him, and he shall be to Me a son. And if he commits iniquity, I will chasten
him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men.
15 But I will not take My mercy from him, as I took it from those whom I withdrew from My presence. 16
And his house will be made sure, and his kingdom shall be forever.” ’ ” 17 Nathan told David each of these
words and all of this vision.

David’s Prayer of Thanks
18 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, “O Lord, my Lord, who am I and what is my
house, that You have loved me even until now? 19 O Lord, my Lord, this is very insignificant before You,
yet You spoke on behalf of the house of Your servant, even this for the distant future. O Lord, my Lord, is
this the law of man? 20 What more can David say to You? O Lord, my Lord, You know Your servant. 21
You do according to Your word, and You do according to Your heart all this greatness, to make it known to
Your servant, 22 to magnify You. O Lord, my Lord,
according to all we hear with our ears, there is no one like You, and there is no God but you.
23 What other nation on the earth is as Your people Israel? As God guided them in order to redeem them, to
establish them as a people, to make for Yourself a name, to do greatness, and to make manifest to those You
cast out from the midst of Your people, whom You redeemed out of the nation of Egypt and their tents. 24
For You prepared for Yourself Your people Israel, to be a people forever. You, O Lord, have become our
God. 25 “And now, O Lord, my Lord, the word which You now speak concerning Your servant and concerning his house, establish it forever, O Lord Almighty, God of Israel, just as You said. 26 So let Your
name be magnified forever. 27 O Lord Almighty, You have disclosed this to the ears of Your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house.’ Therefore Your servant has found it in his heart to pray this prayer to You. 28
And now, O Lord, my Lord, You are God, and Your words shall be true, and You speak these good things on
behalf of Your servant.
29 Now may You rule and bless the house of Your servant, that it may continue before You forever. For
You are the Lord my Lord; You spoke, and with Your blessing, let the house of Your servant be blessed forever.”
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