
Thank you to last week’s Coffee Hour sponsors: 
 

Skevofilax, Skevofilax, Spiropoulos,  
Next Sunday’s Coffee Hour Sponsors are: 

 

Suehs, Terzi, Thanos, Tindle, Tracey 

 

The Usher for next Sunday is: 
 

Michael Glaros 
Thank you to today’s usher: 

 

Marko Bjeletich 

 

Thank you to last week’s usher:                         
Shelley Ebeling 

Thank you to this week’s Coffee Hour Sponsors: 
 

Stamatopoulos, Stathos, Stevens, Strategakos, Suehs 

                                   Philoptochos News 
   
♦ Please support our Scrip Card Project! “Fundraising While You Shop!”  Your purchase of these various gift 

cards help the various charities that Philoptochos supports AND Transfiguration!  We now have in stock 
cards for HEB, Randals, Whole Foods and Sprouts!  We also have cards on hand for Starbucks, movie   

theaters,  department stores and others.   New vendors have joined the Great Lakes Scrip program!       
Einstein Bros. Bagels (with a 10% discount!) and Tony Roma’s (with a 12% discount!).  PLUS -  GAP,    
BANANA REPUBLIC and OLD NAVY have increased their discount to 14%!.  So, if you still have some 

back-to-school shopping to do, order your gift cards from us first!  Just stop by our table, or call the 

church office. 

 

NOTICE: 
 

Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church Parish Assembly 
Sunday, September 11th, 2011 

at 12:30PM in the Mt. Tabor Hall 
 

Please note:  The Bylaws Committee will propose revisions to the Parish Bylaws at  the Parish Assembly. 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS for Sunday, August 28, 2011, c ontinued  

 

Sunday School classes resume on Sunday, September 11! 
 
 

Our first day of class is an “open house”.  Parents are asked to please come visit your children’s classrooms on this 
first day, to meet the teachers and find out what your kids are doing in class this year. 

If you haven’t registered, please do so right away! There is a link on the main parish website- transfiguration.org 

 

Festival of Ministries! 
 

On Sunday, September 11th, we will have a “Festival of Ministries Sunday” during our monthly luncheon. 
 

A table for each TGOC ministry will be set up in the hall so that everyone can have a clear vision of the various ministries, 

and what they do,  that we have to offer. 
 

COME AND SEE WHAT MINISTRY IS RIGHT FOR YOU! 

Gala Silent Auction 
 

 

Our 26th Anniversary Gala is scheduled for Saturday, November 5th.  We have had a lot of success in the past with the Silent 
Auction that we have during that evening.  We plan to hold an auction again so we need auction items!  If you have a service 

that you are willing to donate, or an item that is close to it’s original condition or in it’s original packaging,  
please contact Eleni Ackerman at  560-2063 

 

OCF 
 

The first OCF retreat of the new scholastic year will be at Krause Springs on Sept.1-2.   

No reservation is needed. Contact Blagoje Djordjevic <bzdjordje@gmail.com> for more information. 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 
Orthros 8:15 am;  Divine Liturgy 9:30 am   
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11th Sunday of Matthew 

Venerable Moses the Black of Scete 



Brethren, if I am not an apostle to others, yet at least I am to you; for ye are the seal of 

mine apostleship in the Lord. My defense to those who examine me is this: We do not 

have authority to eat and to drink, do we? We do not have authority to lead about a 

wife who is a sister in the Lord, as also the rest of the apostles, and the brethren of the 

Lord, and Kephas, do we? Or do only I and Barnabas have no authority not to be 

working? Who at any time serveth as a soldier at his own pay? Who planteth a vine-

yard, and eateth not of its fruit? Or who shepherdeth a flock, and eateth not of the 

milk of the flock? I am not saying these things after the manner of man, am I? Or saith 

not the law these things also? For in the law of Moses it hath been wri�en: “Thou shalt 

not muzzle the ox that treadeth the corn.” It is not the care of the oxen that ma�ers 

with God, is it? Or saith He it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes it was wri�en, 

that the one who ploweth ought to plow in hope, and the one who thresheth in hope 

ought to partake of his hope. If we did sow to you spiritual things, is it a great thing if 

we shall reap of your carnal things? If others partake of this authority over you, 

should not rather we? Nevertheless we did not use this authority; but we bear up 

against all things, lest we should give any hindrance to the Gospel of Christ.    

 

 

Ἀδελφοί, ἡ σφραγὶς τῆς ἐµῆς ἀποστολῆς ὑµεῖς ἐστε ἐν κυρίῳ. Ἡ ἐµὴ ἀπολογία τοῖς 

ἐµὲ ἀνακρίνουσιν αὕτη ἐστίν. Μὴ οὐκ ἔχοµεν ἐξουσίαν φαγεῖν καὶ πιεῖν; Μὴ οὐκ 

ἔχοµεν ἐξουσίαν ἀδελφὴν γυναῖκα περιάγειν, ὡς καὶ οἱ λοιποὶ ἀπόστολοι, καὶ οἱ 

ἀδελφοὶ τοῦ κυρίου, καὶ Κηφᾶς; Ἢ µόνος ἐγὼ καὶ Βαρνάβας οὐκ ἔχοµεν ἐξουσίαν 

τοῦ µὴ ἐργάζεσθαι; Τίς στρατεύεται ἰδίοις ὀψωνίοις ποτέ; Τίς φυτεύει ἀµπελῶνα, 

καὶ ἐκ τοῦ καρποῦ αὐτοῦ οὐκ ἐσθίει; Ἢ τίς ποιµαίνει ποίµνην, καὶ ἐκ τοῦ γάλακτος 

τῆς ποίµνης οὐκ ἐσθίει; Μὴ κατὰ ἄνθρωπον ταῦτα λαλῶ; Ἢ οὐχὶ καὶ ὁ νόµος 

ταῦτα λέγει; Ἐν γὰρ τῷ Μωϋσέως νόµῳ γέγραπται, Οὐ φιµώσεις βοῦν ἀλοῶντα. 

Μὴ τῶν βοῶν µέλει τῷ θεῷ; Ἢ δι’ ἡµᾶς πάντως λέγει; Δι’ ἡµᾶς γὰρ ἐγράφη, ὅτι ἐπ’ 

ἐλπίδι ὀφείλει ὁ ἀροτριῶν ἀροτριᾷν, καὶ ὁ ἀλοῶν τῆς ἐλπίδος αὐτοῦ µετέχειν ἐπ’ 

ἐλπίδι. Εἰ ἡµεῖς ὑµῖν τὰ πνευµατικὰ ἐσπείραµεν, µέγα εἰ ἡµεῖς ὑµῶν τὰ σαρκικὰ 

θερίσοµεν; Εἰ ἄλλοι τῆς ἐξουσίας ὑµῶν µετέχουσιν, οὐ µᾶλλον ἡµεῖς; Ἀλλ’ οὐκ 

ἐχρησάµεθα τῇ ἐξουσίᾳ ταύτῃ, ἀλλὰ πάντα στέγοµεν, ἵνα µὴ ἐγκοπήν τινα δῶµεν 

τῷ εὐαγγελίῳ τοῦ χριστοῦ. 

Epistle -  1 Corinthians 9:  2-12 

August 28,  2011 -  11th Sunday of Matthew 

HOPE /JOY 
�

We are ending the summer vacation with another pool party at  
the Gouris’ home- 13405 Saddle Back Pass  

Sunday September 4, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
 

call 263-5866 or e-mail Tom or Allison tagouris@austin.rr.com for directions or more info. 

GOLF  (Greek Orthodox Ladies Fellowship) 
GOLF will take a break while Fr. Vasileios is on vacation.  They will continue their study of 1 Corinthians  on 

Thursday, September 8th at 10:00am.  All women are encouraged to attend for good study and fellowship! 

 

Sunday Services Time Change 
 

We will begin returning to our “regular” Sunday services time on Sunday, September 4th 
 

Orthros will begin at 8:30am, and the Divine Liturgy will begin at 10:00am 

 

Father Vasileios is on his needed vacation! 
 

We welcome Fr. David Eckley this morning.  Thank you, Fr. David, for serving with us today! 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sunday, August 28, 2011  

 

Fr. David Barr invites us to join St. Elias  
for the Feast of the Beheading of  St. John the Forerunner  

Monday August 29  (Tomorrow!)   9:00 AM Orthros;  10:00 Divine Liturgy  

desert-dweller Moses. The monk answered them: "Go no farther to see this false and unworthy monk." The serv-
ants returned to the monastery where the governor was waiting, and they told him the words of the Elder they had 
chanced to meet. The brethren, hearing a description of the Elder's appearance, told them that they had encoun-
tered St Moses himself.  
 

When the saint reached age 75, he warned his monks that soon brigands would descend upon the skete and murder 
all that were there. The saint blessed his monks to leave, in order to avoid violent death. His disciples began to 
beseech the monk to leave with them, but he replied: "For many years already I have awaited the time when there 
the words which my Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, should be fulfilled: "All who take up the sword, shall perish by 
the sword" (Mt. 26: 52). After this, seven of the brethren remained with the monk, and one of them hid nearby 
during the attack of the robbers. The robbers killed St Moses and the six monks who remained with him. Their 
death occurred in about the year 400. 

Baby Boomer Update 
 

Thank you for your support at our first gathering last Sunday evening.  There were 38 people in attendance!     
Thanks to all who provided a side dish or dessert. Future plans and events will be communicated to you by 
email as well as the weekly or monthly Transfiguration Newsletters.   
 

Our next proposed event is set for September 24.  Texas bluesman Johnny Nicholas will be performing at 
The Beacon  on Saturday, evening September 24. The Beacon is located between Georgetown and Austin and 
offers a casual outdoor experience  The Beacon give us the freedom to bring a picnic dinner and BYOB.   
We will begin around 6:30pm with our picnic dinner, and the show begins at 8:00pm. Tickets are $25. 
 

Please respond by September 1 if you are interested -  tsuehs@sbcglobal.net  



Saint Moses the Black of Scete 
 

Saint Moses Murin the Black lived during the fourth century in Egypt. He was an Ethiopian, 
and he was black of skin and therefore called "Murin" (meaning "like an Ethiopian"). In his 
youth he was the slave of an important man, but after he committed a murder, his master    
banished him, and he joined a band of robbers.  
 

Because of his bad character and great physical strength they chose him as their leader. Moses 
and his band of brigands did many evil deeds, both murders and robberies. People were afraid 
at the mere mention of his name.  

 

Moses the brigand spent several years leading a sinful life, but through the great mercy of God he repented, left 
his band of robbers and went to one of the desert monasteries. Here he wept for a long time, begging to be admit-
ted as one of the brethren. The monks were not convinced of the sincerity of his repentance, but the former robber 
would not be driven away nor silenced. He continued to ask that they accept him.  
 

St Moses was completely obedient to the igumen and the brethren, and he poured forth many tears of sorrow for 
his sinful life. After a certain while St Moses withdrew to a solitary cell, where he spent the time in prayer and the 
strictest fasting in a very austere lifestyle.  
 

Once, four of the robbers of his former band descended upon the cell of St Moses. He had lost none of his great 
physical strength, so he tied them all up. Throwing them over his shoulder, he brought them to the monastery, 
where he asked the Elders what to do with them. The Elders ordered that they be set free. The robbers, learning 
that they had chanced upon their former ringleader, and that he had dealt kindly with them, followed his example: 
they repented and became monks. Later, when the rest of the band of robbers heard about the repentance of St 
Moses, then they also gave up their thievery and became fervent monks.  
 

St Moses was not quickly freed from the passions. He went often to the igumen, Abba Isidore, seeking advice on 
how to be delivered from the passions of profligacy. Being experienced in the spiritual  struggle, the Elder taught 
him never to eat too much food, to remain partly hungry while observing the strictest moderation. But the       
passions did not cease to trouble St Moses in his dreams.  
 

Then Abba Isidore taught him the all-night vigil. The monk stood the whole night at prayer, so he would not fall 
asleep. From his prolonged struggles St Moses fell into despondency, and when there arose thoughts about      
leaving his solitary cell, Abba Isidore instead strengthened the resolve of his disciple.  
 

In a vision he showed him many demons in the west, prepared for battle, and in the east a still greater quantity of 
holy angels, also ready for fighting. Abba Isidore explained to St Moses that the power of the angels would pre-
vail over the power of the demons, and in the long struggle with the passions it was   necessary for him to become 
completely cleansed of his former sins.  
 

St Moses undertook a new effort. Making the rounds by night of the wilderness cells, he carried water from the 
well to each brother. He did this especially for the Elders, who lived far from the well and who were not easily 
able to carry their own water. Once, kneeling over the well, St Moses felt a powerful blow upon his back and he 
fell down at the well like one dead, laying there in that position until dawn. Thus did the devils take revenge upon 
the monk for his victory over them. In the morning the brethren carried him to his cell, and he lay there a whole 
year crippled. Having recovered, the monk with firm resolve confessed to the igumen, that he would continue to 
live in asceticism. But the Lord Himself put limits to this struggle of many years: Abba Isidore blessed his      
disciple and said to him that the passions had already gone from him. The Elder commanded him to receive the 
Holy Mysteries, and to go to his own cell in peace. From that time, St Moses received from the Lord power over 
demons.  
 

Accounts about his exploits spread among the monks and even beyond the bounds of the wilderness. The gover-
nor of the land wanted to see the saint. When he heard of this, St Moses decided to hide from any visitors, and he 
departed his own cell. Along the way he met servants of the governor, who asked him how to get to the cell of the 

The Lord said this parable: ʺThe kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to se�le accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was 

brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord 

ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to 

be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ʹLord, have patience with me, 

and I will pay you everything.ʹ And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released 

him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one 

of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat 

he said, ʹPay what you owe.ʹ So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ʹHave 

patience with me, and I will pay you.ʹ He refused and went and put him in prison till 

he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were 

greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 

Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ʹYou wicked servant! I forgave you all 

that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fel-

low servant, as I had mercy on you?ʹ And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailors, 

till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to everyone of you, if 

you do not forgive your brother from your heart.ʺ 

 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ὡµοιώθη ἡ βασιλεία τῶν οὐρανῶν ἀνθρώπῳ 

βασιλεῖ, ὃς ἠθέλησε συνᾶραι λόγον µετὰ τῶν δούλων αὐτοῦ. ἀρξαµένου δὲ αὐτοῦ 

συναίρειν προσηνέχθη αὐτῷ εἷς ὀφειλέτης µυρίων ταλάντων. µὴ ἔχοντος δὲ αὐτοῦ 

ἀποδοῦναι ἐκέλευσεν αὐτὸν ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ πραθῆναι καὶ τὴν γυναῖκα αὐτοῦ καὶ τὰ τέκνα 

καὶ πάντα ὅσα εἶχε, καὶ ἀποδοθῆναι. πεσὼν οὖν ὁ δοῦλος προσεκύνει αὐτῷ λέγων· κύριε, 

µακροθύµησον ἐπ᾿ ἐµοὶ καὶ πάντα σοι ἀποδώσω. σπλαγχνισθεὶς δὲ ὁ κύριος τοῦ δούλου 

ἐκείνου ἀπέλυσεν αὐτὸν καὶ τὸ δάνειον ἀφῆκεν αὐτῷ. ἐξελθὼν δὲ ὁ δοῦλος ἐκεῖνος εὗρεν 

ἕνα τῶν συνδούλων αὐτοῦ, ὃς ὤφειλεν αὐτῷ ἑκατὸν δηνάρια, καὶ κρατήσας αὐτὸν ἔπνιγε 

λέγων· ἀπόδος µοι εἴ τι ὀφείλεις. πεσὼν οὖν ὁ σύνδουλος αὐτοῦ εἰς τοὺς πόδας αὐτοῦ 

παρεκάλει αὐτὸν λέγων· µακροθύµησον ἐπ᾿ ἐµοὶ καὶ ἀποδώσω σοι. ὁ δὲ οὐκ ἤθελεν, ἀλλὰ 

ἀπελθὼν ἔβαλεν αὐτὸν εἰς φυλακὴν ἕως οὗ ἀποδῷ τὸ ὀφειλόµενον. ἰδόντες δὲ οἱ 

σύνδουλοι αὐτοῦ τὰ γενόµενα ἐλυπήθησαν σφόδρα, καὶ ἐλθόντες διεσάφησαν τῷ κυρίῳ 

ἑαυτῶν πάντα τὰ γενόµενα. τότε προσκαλεσάµενος αὐτὸν ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ λέγει αὐτῷ· 

δοῦλε πονηρέ, πᾶσαν τὴν ὀφειλὴν ἐκείνην ἀφῆκά σοι, ἐπεὶ παρεκάλεσάς µε. οὐκ ἔδει καὶ 

σὲ ἐλεῆσαι τὸν σύνδουλόν σου, ὡς καὶ ἐγώ σε ἠλέησα; καὶ ὀργισθεὶς ὁ κύριος αὐτοῦ 

παρέδωκεν αὐτὸν τοῖς βασανισταῖς ἕως οὗ ἀποδῷ πᾶν τὸ ὀφειλόµενον αὐτῷ. Οὕτω καὶ ὁ 

πατήρ µου ὁ ἐπουράνιος ποιήσει ὑµῖν, ἐὰν µὴ ἀφῆτε ἕκαστος τῷ ἀδελφῷ αὐτοῦ ἀπὸ τῶν 

καρδιῶν ὑµῶν τὰ παραπτώµατα αὐτῶν. 

Gospel - Matthew  18:  23-35 

August 28,  2011 -  11th Sunday of Matthew 



Resurrection Hymn  (Second Tone) 
“When You descended to the realm of death You as life immortal  

rendered to Hades a mortal blow by Your all radiant divinity. 
And when You from infernal depths and the darkness below did raise the dead  

all the hosts of heaven’s powers did proclaim and cry out  
O life-giving Christ and Our God we give glory” 

 

“Ote katilthes pros ton thanaton i zoi i athavatos tote ton Athin enekrosas ti astrapi tis 
theotitos Ote the ke tus tethne otas ek ton katahthonion anestisas pase e thinamis ton 

epuranion ekravgazon zoothota Christe o Theos imon thoxa Si.” 
 

Hymn for the Transfiguration of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
 

“Metemorfothis en to ori, Christe o Theos,  
dixas tis mathites Sou tin doxan Sou, kathos i dynando 

Lampson ke imin tis amartolis to fos Sou to aidion,  
presvies tis Theotokou Fotodota doxa Si.” 

 

“When O Christ our God Thou wast Transfigured on the mountain 
Thou didst reveal Thy glory to Thy disciples in proportion as they could bear it. 

 Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us sinners.  
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to Thee.” 

 
Kontakion for Saints Joachim and Anna 

 
 

“Joachim and Anna were freed from the reproach of childlessness,  
and Adam and Eve from the corruption of death,  

O immaculate one, by thy holy Nativity, which thy people,  
redeemed from the guilt  of offences, celebrate by crying to thee:  

The barren woman gives birth to the Theotokos, the nourisher of our life.”  

Hymns  for Today   

 

Receiving Holy Communion 
 

The sacrament of Holy Communion is reserved for only baptized and/or chrismated Orthodox  
Christians who have properly prepared by fasting, prayer and confession.  

The Orthodox Church is not in sacramental communion with any other church outside the  
Orthodox Christian Faith.  If you are not Orthodox, you are invited with everyone to receive the  

Antidoron (blessed bread) at the end of service. If you would like information about the Orthodox 
Church and becoming an Orthodox Christian, please see Father Vasileios after services. 

 
Prayers for Health 

 

Dolly, Betty, Arlena, Sophie, Archie, Lou, Thomas, Kathy, Suzanne, Pat, Steve, Nina, Phyllis, Katheryn, 
Panayioti, Anna, Margaret, Sami, Ibrahim, Mary, George, Susan, Matthew, Ellen, Gary, Katina, Nelda, 
Nick, Elaine, Fotini, Malone, Tracy, Richard, Lilly, Kimberly, Dion, Jamil, Dimitrios, Lisa, Maggie, Mindy, 
Joan, Nakis, Micky, Kiane, Lari, Ed, Sally, Mariana, Brian, Kaeley, Tristan, Matt, Jeff, Sophia,            
Konstandinos, Angela, Jennifer, Elia, Rose Marie, Bilyana, Maria, Susan, Jane, Romeo, Clara, Costa, 
Cindy, Philip, Trey, Barbara, Evangia, Michael, Jeffrey, Victoria, Nicole, Anastasia, Katie, Suzanne, 
Katie, Stella, Michael, Nicole, George, Katherine, Fr. Peter, Dimitra Roll, Venton, Nick, Tatiana, Sandy, 
Damon, Caleb, Pete, Wendy, Lorraine, Tina, Anna, Michael, Anna, Pamela, Shawn, Anthoula, Megan, 
Leo, Lili, Christy, Glenn 

 

 

Prayers for those in our Armed Forces: 
 

Sgt. Jennifer D. Atkinson, Staff Sgt. John Atkinson, Lt. Col. Dave Romine, Capt. James Alfaro,  
Staff Sgt. Deane Anderson, Captain William Willett, Maj. Timothy Ullman, Major Chris Chase,  

Cadet Mindy Keys, Army Ranger Specialist Andrew Bentzel 

Welcome  Visitors! 
 

We welcome all new visitors who worshipped with us this morning. We are pleased to have you 
with us! Please join us next door after service for coffee and fellowship.  

There is material in the entrance of the church regarding ministries and events of Transfiguration.  
You are invited to complete the information form below and either put it in the collection plate,  
or mail it back to us.  We hope that you will return often to worship with us and grow in Christ! 

 
NAME(S)- ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS- _____________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                        (street, city, zip) 
 

PHONE- _____________________;  EMAIL- __________________________________________ 
 
Please check the following areas that apply: 
 

I am visiting the area          I recently moved into the area 
      

I would like to learn more about Orthodoxy     I am interested in becoming Orthodox 
 

Please send me new member information      I would like to speak with a Priest 
 

Place me/us on the parish mailing list    Other: _________________________ 
 

           _____________________________________ 


