WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS Continued- Sunday, December 26 , 2010

Philoptochos News

Dorothy Smith will be chairing our very first Live Vasilopita Auction on January
9th! This is going to be an “International Treat Event”! Our bakers are going to pro-
vide not only Vasilopita, but other ethnic breads and treats that their family has to wel-
come in the new year.

The auctioneers are practicing their techniques and you will not want to miss this
event! It is going to be a lot of fun!

ANYONE interested in baking their specialty item can come to the Philoptochos table
and sign up.

Don’t forget the scrip cards! Purchasing the various grocery, department store,
Restaurant and movie gift cards from Philoptochos will help out Transfiguration as well
as the various charities that Philoptochos donates to; so please remember us before
you go shopping. Right now we have HEB, Starbucks, Wal-Mart/Sam’s Club, Macy’s,
Old Navy/Gap/Banana Republic and Barnes & Noble cards. Look at the Great Lakes
Scrip website (shopwithscrip.com) to see all of the cards that are available to you. Let
us know and we can have the ones that you would like in one week!

Ladies’ Night Out.....February 4th! Watch for more information!

Choir Rehearsal
Sue Stevens is leading choir rehearsal for anyone interested in learning how to chant.
The rehearsals are on Saturdays at 5:15pm before Vespers.
You can contact Sue at sues@lavoce.us if you have any questions.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to today’s co ffee hour!

Thank you to last week’s Coff?e Hour Sponsors: Next week’s Coffee Hour Sponsors:
Spiropoulos, Stahlke, Stamatis, Stamatopoulos, ) )
Stathos Suehs, Suehs, Terzi, Thanos, Tindle
Today’s usher: Peter Kangos Next week’s usher will be: Nick Spiropoulos
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EPISTLE - GALATIANS I: II - 19

Brethren, | make known to you, brethren, the Gosydth was preached as good tidings
me, that it is not according to man; for | neitheseived it from man, nor was | taught it, buf

by
by

a revelation of Jesus Christ. For ye heard of mpmaa of life at one time in Judaism, that jac-

cording to excess, | used to persecute the Chur@od, and was ravaging her. And | kept

on

advancing in Judaism beyond many contemporariesirie own race, being more exceedingly

a zealot of the traditions of my fathers. But wliepleased God, Who separated me from
mother’'s womb and called me by His grace, to re##slSon in me, that | be preaching Hin

good tidings among the nations, immediately | coefé not with flesh and blood, neither did |

my
as

go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostleséefer, but | went away into Arabia, and
again returned to Damascus. Then after three yeaent up to Jerusalem to visit Peter, and
remained with him fifteen days; but of the otheosttes | saw none, except lakovos the brgther

of the Lord.

AdeAdot, Yvwllw d& VULV, adeAdol, TO evayyEéALOV TO eDayYeALloOeV Ut €UoD, 6Tl oUK
oty kata avOpwmov. Ovde yap éyw maga avOpowmov TagéAaBov avto, ovte
E0ax0nV, dAAa de amokaAvPewe Tnoov xototov. Hrkovoate yao Tnv Eunv
avaotpodnv mote év 1@ Tovdaiouw, 0Tt kabe VTTeQPOAT|V €diwkov TNV EKKANTiav ToL
Oeov, kat €mépbovv avT)v- Kal mEoékomtov év 1@ Tovdaiop@ VmEQ mOAAOULG
OLVNAKLWOTAS €V TQ YEVEL L0V, TEQLOOOTEQWS (NAWTNG DMAQXWY TV TIATOLKWYV HOL
ntapadooewv. ‘Ote d¢ e0dOkNOeV O Oeog O adoploac pe €k KOG PNTEOS oL Kal
KaAéoag Odux TNG XAQLTOG avTOL, ATOKaAUPaL TOV vLIOV avtov év  €uol (va
evayyeAllwpal avTov év Tols £€0veoty, eV0Ews oV mEooaveDEUNV oakl Kal alpatt ovde
avnABov eig TepoooAvpa TEOG TOVE TEO EHOL ATTOOTOAOVG, AAAX artnABov eig Agafiav,
Kat maAw vméotpeda eic Aapaokov. ‘Emetta peta €tn 1ol dviABov eig TepoodAvua
totoonoat ITétgov, kat €méperva mEOg avtov mMuéoag dekamévte. "Etegov d¢ twv
ATIOOTOAWYV 0VK €ldov, el p1) TakwBov tov ddeAdpov tov Kkvpiov.
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There are no Sunday School classes today. Classes will resume on Sunday, Jan. 2nd

GOYA LUNCHEON

GOYA will be sponsoring the monthly luncheon on Sunday, January g to help raise funds for the
students attending the 2011 Metropolis Basketball Tournament in Oklahoma City on Jan. 14 - 17

Many thanks to Crissi Gianakopoulos and Cynthia Price who are planning a scrumptious
spaghetti lunch with all the trimmings including salad, bread and dessert!

The many different expenses for this event add up quickly!
Please support your youth and plan to attend this luncheon with a generous heart!

GOLF (Greek Orthodox Ladies Fellowship)
Fr. Vasileios is leading the ladies in a discussion of Elder Paisius’ newest book Spiritual Awakening.
Next class is Tuesday, January I, from 9:30 to 11:30. - hope to see you there!

Men’s Fellowship
The next meeting will be on Monday, January 34 at 6:30pm at Mt. Tabor Hall

Vasilopita Auction
With the beginning of every new year, comes the celebration of a new beginning and the wish that the year be
blessed with health, happiness, love and the protection of God. Vasilopita is a sweet tsoureki (or cake, depend-
ing on the local traditional recipe) to remind us that the presence of the Lord makes our lives sweet—
“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!”
(Psalm 34:8)—and easy, “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (Mt. 11:30.)

Our Philoptochos is planning a live Vasilopita Auction on January 9th!
Read more about it in the Philoptochos news and plan to attend this very fun event....and bring your wallets!

Holy Water Bottles
The Feast of Holy Theophany is quickly approaching.
If you have any empty Holy Water bottles at home or your office, please return them to the church office as
soon as possible. Let’s recycle!

House Blessings
Father Vasileios will begin our house blessings after the feast of Theophany on Jan. 6th.
Call the church office to set your appointment to have your home blessed.
If you have recently had your home blessed by Father, you do not need to schedule another one.




Holy Righteous Joseph the Betrothed along with David the King

On the Sunday that falls on or immediately after tiventy-sixth of this month, W

make commemoration of Saints Joseph, the Betrotifethe Virgin; David, the

'| Prophet and King; and James, the Brother of GodeWhere is no Sunday within tf
period, we celebrate this commemoration on the.26th

Saint Joseph (whose name means "one who increasas"jhe son of Jacob, and

in age when, by God's good will, he was betrotlethé Virgin, that he might minister to the greatsn
tery of God's dispensation in the flesh by protertier, providing for her, and being known as hes-
band so that she, being a virgin, would not sufégroach when she was found to be with child. Jo
had been married before his betrothal to our Léugy who are called Jesus' "brethren and sistéfatt(
13:55-56) are the children of Joseph by his firstrmiage. From Scripture, we know that Saint Jos
lived at least until the Twelfth year after thetbiof Christ (Luke 2:41-52); according to the ttaal of
the Fathers, he reposed before the beginning giubic ministry of Christ.
« "2 "4 The child of God and ancestor of God, David, theagiProphet after Moses, sprang fi
: " the tribe of Judah. He was the son of Jesse, asdar in Bethlehem (whence it is cal
B . |~ the City of David), in the year 1085 before Chriathile yet a youth, at the command
God he was anointed secretly by the Prophet Sataum the second King of the Isra
ites, while Saul - who had already been deprivedigihe grace - was yet living. In tf
 thirtieth year of his life, when Saul had beenrslaibattle, David was raised to the dign]
years. Having lived seventy years, he reposed b ti&fore Christ, having proclaimed beforehand
his son Solomon was to be the successor to theghro
The sacred history has recorded not only the goftiee Spirit that dwelt in him from his youth, Hie-
roic exploits in war, and his great piety towardsdGbut also his transgressions and failings asa.
Yet his repentance was greater than his transgressand his love for God fervent and exemplary
highly did God honour this man, that when his sofofon sinned, the Lord told him that He would
rend the kingdom in his lifetime "for David thy fer's sake" (Ill Kings 12:12). Of The Kings of lstg
Jesus the Son of Sirach testifies, "All, exceptiBand Hezekias and Josias, were defective" (Eg
49:4). The name David means "beloved."
His melodious Psalter is the foundation of all seevices of the Church; there is not one serviag it
not filled with Psalms and psalmic verses. It wasmeans whereby old Israel praised God, and v
by the Apostles and the Lord Himself. It is so irabdwvith the spirit of prayer that the monastic éathof
all ages have used it as their trainer and teaftheheir inner life of converse with God. Besidgls-
qguently portraying every state and emotion of thal before her Maker, the Psalter is filled wittopine-
cies of the coming of Christ. It foretells His Imoation, "He bowed the heavens and came down" itH
17:9), His Baptism in the Jordan, "The waters sdweel O God, The waters saw Thee and
afraid" (76:15), His Crucifixion in its details, By have pierced My hands and My feet .... Theye
parted My garments amongst themselves, and for &yuwe have they cast lots" (21:16, 18). "For
thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink" (68:26), Hisscent into Hades, "For Thou wilt not abandon
soul in Hades, nor wilt Thou suffer Thy Holy Oneste corruption” (15:10) and Resurrection, "Let

arise and let His enemies be scattered" (67:1)Adtension, "God is gone up in jubilation" (46:&hd
so forth.

| son-in-law - and hence, as it were, the son - of(\#ho was also called Eliakim ¢r
Joachim), who was the father of Mary the Virgin (M4:16; Luke 3:23). He was pf
the tribe of Judah, of the family of David, an ibliant of Nazareth, a carpenter by Trade, and amh@
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DECEMBER 26, 2010 - SUNDAY AFTER NATIVITY

GOSPEL - MATTHEW 2: 13 - 23

When the wise men departed, behold, an angel dfdhe appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,,’
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt eemain there till | tell you; for Herod is abaot
search for the child, to destroy him." And he rasel took the child and his mother by night, and
parted to Egypt, and remained there until the deftterod. This was to fulfill what the Lord hadogen
by the prophet, "Out of Egypt have | called my $on.

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been trickethdoyise men, was in a furious rage, and he
and killed all the male children in Bethlehem andhll that region who were two years old or unaer,

Rise

de-

sent

cording to the time which he had ascertained froenwise men. Then was fulfilled what was spokef by

the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramaliljng and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping

her children; she refused to be consoled, becdugsewere no more." But when Herod died, behold,

angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Josedgypt, saying, "Rise, take the child and his maqt
and go to the land of Israel, for those who sotightchild's life are dead."” And he rose and toekdhild
and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. Blién he heard that Archelaos reigned over Jud
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to goghand being warned in a dream he withdrew to the

for
an
her

Pa in
d

trict of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a citglled Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prephet

might be fulfilled, "He shall be called a Nazaréne.

"Avaxwonodvtwv 0 avtv oL dyyeAog Kvolov dpatvetal kat Ovag @ Twond Aéywy,
‘Eyeo0eic mapdAafe 1O mawdiov Kol v untéoa avTtoL kat Gpevye eig Atyvntov, kai o0t
éxel g av elmw oo péAAel yap "Hodng (ntetv 1o madiov tov dmoAéoatl avto. O d¢
éyepOeic magéAafev TO mawdiov kal TV PNTEQA AVTOL VUKTOG KAl AveXwEnoev &ig
Atyvnttov,kat v €kel éwg g teAevtne Howdov: tvat mANewOn 1o gnOév 1O KLELOL dLx
oL mEodnTov Aéyovtog, 'EE Alyvmtov ékaAeoa tov viov pov. Tote Hogdng wwv ot
évemalxOn Omo v pdywv €0vudn Alav, kal AmooTeldag Aveldev TAVTAS TOUG
adag Toug €v BnOAeén kat €v maot Toig 6Qlolg AVTNG ATIO DLETOVS KAl KATWTEQW, KAT
TOV XQOVOV OV NKOiBwoev mapd Twv paywv. Tote EmAnewo t0 ondév dix Tegepiov Tov
nipodr)tov Aéyovtog,Pwvr) év ‘Papa nkovodn, kAavOuog kat 0dvopog moAvs: ‘PayxnA
KAalovoa Tt Tékva avtng, kat ovk NOedev magakAnOnvaiy Ot ovk  eloiv.
TeAevtroavtog d¢ tov Hpwdov oL dyyeAog kvgiov daivetal kat dvap @ lTwond év
AtyvmtwAéywv, 'EyeoOeic mapdAafe tO madilov kat v untéoa avTtoL Kat moevov &ig
ynv ‘loganA, tebvrkaowy yag ot (nrovvteg v Puxnv tov mawiov. O de €yepbeig
napéAafev O madiov katl TV untéoa avtov kal elonAOev eig ynv ToganA. Axovoag de
O0tL "ApxéAaog Paocidevel g Tovdaiag vl ToL matEog avtov Howdov épofnon éxet
ameABelv: xonuatobelg d¢ kat OvaQ avexwenoev &g ta péon s I'aAlaiag,kat
EAOV katknoev eic mOA Agyopévnv Nalagét, 0nws mANewOn 1o onbév dux twv
nipodpntwv 0Tt Nalwoatog kAnOnoetat.




HYMNS FOR TODAY

Nativity Hymn
“Your birth O Christ our God did shine upon the Wwband through the light of wisdom illumined the
universe and to those who held the stars in wordidghrough a star learn to worship You,

Worship You the Sun of Righteousness and cameto ¥au the Light from on high. Glory to You O Lbrd.

“I Génnisis sou Hristé o Theds imon, anétile torkoésto fos to tis gndseos;
en afti gar i tisistris latrévontes, ip6 astéros edakonto;
Se proskinin, ton llion tis dikeosinis, ke se dimdex ipsous Anatolin. Kirie doxa si.”

Resurrection Hymn (2nd Plagal Tone)
“When the angelic powers appeared at your tomb tlwede who guarded You became as though dea
and standing by Your sepulchre was Mary seeking Fore and sacred body.
For You did vanquish Hades and uncorrupted byoiteh You came unto the virgin woman,
bestowing the gift of life O You who rose fromdbkad. Lord we give glory to You.

Hymn for Saint Joseph

“O Joseph, proclaim the wonders to David, the atmesf God. Thou has seen a Virgin great with child
thou has given glory with shepherds; thou has wippd with the Magi; and thou has been instructed
through an Angel. Entreat Christ God to save owlsd

Nativity Kontakion
“On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendenéésence; to the Unapproachable,
the earth doth offer a small cave; Angels join liic with shepherds in giving glory;
with a star the Magi travel upon their journey; four sakes is born a young Child,
He that existed before the ages is God.”

| Parthénos simeron, ton Iperouson tikti, ke iagBpileon, to aprosito prosagi.
A’ngeli, meta Piménon doxologousi, Magi de, metéras odiporousi;
di imas gar egennithi pedion néon, o pro eénon $heb

Trisagion Hymn
“Those who have been baptized in Christ, have puthbrist for evermore Alleluia.”
“Osis Christon evaptisthite Christon enethisathéehiia.”

Megalynarion
"Magi and Shepherds came to worship the Messiab Wé&s born in Bethlehem, the city of David.
Being well content, out of fear to be silent wolédeasier, since silence hath no danger;
O Virgin it is hard to compose hymns with love feahin harmony, but we pray thee, O Mother:
do thou grant us strength as great as is our \antifi

Nativity Communion Hymn
“The Lord has sent redemption unto His people.lAite”

“Litrosin apestile Kirios to lao to lao aftu. Allala.”

o

WELCOME VISITORS!

We welcome all new visitors who worshipped with us this morning.
Please join us next door after service for coffee and fellowship.
There is material in the entrance of the church regarding ministries and events
of our community. Please sign our guest book!

Receiving Holy Communion

The sacrament of Holy Communion is reserved for only baptized and/or chrismated Orthodox Chris-
tians who have properly prepared by fasting, prayer and confession. The Orthodox Church is not in
sacramental communion with any other church outside the Orthodox Christian Faith. If you would
like information about the Orthodox Church and becoming an Orthodox Christian, please see Father
Vasileios after services.

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH

Dolly, Betty, Arlena, Sophie, Archie, Lou, Thomas, Kathy, Suzanne, Pat, Steve, Nina, Phyllis,
Katheryn, Panayioti, Anna, Margaret, Sami, lbrahim, Mary, George, Susan, Matthew, Ellen,
Gary, Katina, Nelda, Nick, Elaine, Fotini, Malone, Tracy, Richard, Lilly, Kimberly, Dion, Jamil,
Dimitrios, Lisa, Maggie, Mindy, Joan, Nakis, Estela, Micky, Kiane, Lari, Ed, Sally, Mariana,
Brian, Kaeley, Tristan, Matt, Jeff, Sophia, Konstandinos, Angela, Jennifer, Rose Marie, Elia,

Bilyana, Maria, Mai Oy, Susan, Xenophon, Jane, Romeo, Clara, Dina

MEMORY ETERNAL
THE MEMORIAL SERVICE TODAY IS FOR:
ROBERT EAGLE (JUDY EAGLE’S HUSBAND)
[AKOVOS KARIOTIS (SHELLEY EBELING’S FATHER)
ANDONI KARIOTIS (SHELLEY EBELING’S BROTHER)

THIS WEEK'S SERVICE SCHEDULE

MONDAY, DEC. 27: FEAST OF ST. STEPHEN
8:00AM -ORTHROS ; 9:00AM -LITURGY

FRIDAY, DEC. 31: CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD & ST. BASIL THE GREAT
$:00PM -ORTHROS; 6:00PM— LITURGY




